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A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 
of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone. The MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 


@ Bring peace and stability to your life 
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Mission Church, 481 Thurston Road, 
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six months, 50 cents. Make checks or Money 
Orders for all literature payable to the 
Megiddo Mission Church. Please notify 
promptly of any change of address. 
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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tue MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS anno ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Complete set Pe oe $2.25 
Single copies .... , .20 
History .. _ Ene 40 


A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 


@ It reveals Biblical evidence concerning 
the second coming of Jesus and the estab- 
lishment of His Kingdom. 


@ It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus. 


@ It contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist. 


@ It reveals the great moral reforma- 
tion that will follow his appearing. 


@ This booklet describes concisely the 
Battle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 


Send for your copy today. 
64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies ................ 50 


Single copies 





A TREATISE 
ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
Holy Spirit? 


Have you been disappointed by pretend- 
ers who falsely claimed apostolic power? 


Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 


Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 


When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 

Why was it withheld? 

When shall it be restored? 


Send for your copy today. 
60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 





The Children’s Books Division of the 
Megiddo Mission is helping many par- 
ents instruct their children correctly. In- 
formation concerning books and special 


lessons may be had on request. 
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“They Practice What They Preach” 


Dear Sister: 

You are so right in saying that the one 
individual we must overcome and kill out is 
self. The flesh is weak and subject to error, 
but we must be prepared for our daily bat- 
tle with self by putting on the whole armor 
of God and standing steadfast in the truth 
no matter what assails us. 

I have finally seen this portrayed in the 
everyday lives of the members of the Me- 
giddo Mission Church, and can truly say 
that it is the only church I have ever at- 
tended where they practice what they 
preach. Our visit to the Mission, where the 
truth flows like rivers of water, was a most 
pleasant and rejoicing visit, with everyone 
of the same mind and the same judgment. 
We surely enjoyed the true Christian fel- 
lowship with everyone. 

Hartsville, S. C. 

V. S. 


Concerning God’s Judgments 
Dear Brother: 

t is very needful to stir up our minds 
pertaining to these spiritual things, lest we 
become ignorant as the worldly wise who 
stand in high places proclaiming false doc- 
trines. The day which is soon to come will 
manifest their folly. Then “they shall pro- 
ceed no further” (II Tim. 3:9), shall be 
ashamed to admit their profession as min- 
isters of the Gospel, and shall claim, in- 
stead, to have been farmers, herding cattle 
(Zech. 13: 5). 

That day of judgment when all evil shall 
be revealed will be a terrible day for all 
manner of sinners. We should make haste 
to become pure through and through, wash 
ourselves in the water of life which is the 
only means of obtaining spiritual clean- 
liness and the only means of escaping God’s 
anger in the day of His indignation. I am 
battling the tide to reach a better time to 
come. 

Bright, Ont., Can. A. B. 
The Secret 
Dear Sister: 

The task of wiping out sin is no easy job. 
Yet I find it is easy when I keep the prize 
before me, knowing I will some day get 
double pay for the little things I give up. 

Rome, Ga. d. B. 


OBITUARY 


VERDA TRELEASE 


Very recently we received word from her 
husband of the death of Sister Verda Tre- 
lease of Bloomfield, New Jersey, on June 
23, 1957. The deceased was a reader for 
many years and visited the Mission on sev- 
eral occasions. We extend sympathy to the 
bereaved. 





“Hallowed be ep name. 





HE Kingdom is the heart of the Lord’s prayer, in- 
T indeed of the whole Book; yes, even more, it is the 

ultimate of the universal plan of God. For thou- 
sands of years it has been the theme of the faithful; for 
eternity past, the thought of God. 

How will the Kingdom come? 

When will it come, or 

Is it here now? 

Human conceptions of the subject are multiple and 
varied. To one class it is an invisible, spiritual influence 
in the hearts of men. They think that the Kingdom might 
come through natural development and the evolution of 
society. But great events take place which raise a doubt 
as to the Kingdom coming that way. Two great world 
wars and, indeed, a third world war—the Korean war— 
have been a shock to those who held this belief in in- 
evitable and unstoppable progress. Man does, indeed, 
build up, but he also tears down and destroys. 

Again, there are those who count, not on any natural 
development or progress, but on a great expansion of the 
Church which some claim was established on the day of 
Pentecost. 

The imperfect condition of the human heart, the 
Church with its many failures, do not bear the stamp of 
divinity. If this be the Kingdom of God, after nearly two 
thousand years of operation, then we may fairly ques- 
tion the wisdom and power of its King. 

Human speculation cannot satisfy, for it militates 
against intelligent reasoning and observation. Therefore 
we turn to the Book, our only source of reliable informa- 
tion concerning God’s future for man. There the subject 
of the Kingdom is introduced in Genesis, and not until we 
, have studied every one of God’s sixty-six Letters to man 
which conclude with John’s appeal for the return of the 
King (“Even so, come, Lord Jesus”), can we have a com- 
plete understanding of this all-embracing, all-pervading 
theme. 

Bible history contributes substantially to a true con- 
ception of the Kingdom. There we see the very soul of 
the patriarchs and of the nation of Israel rooted deep in 
the hope of the rule of God among men. This hope was 
born of God and nurtured by Him; and by Him it shall 
most certainly be fulfilled. Enoch knew that the Lord 
cometh (Jude 14, 15) ; Abraham’s eyes were strained for- 
ward to that future land which should be his everlasting 
possession, to that City whose Builder and Maker is God 
(Gen. 17:8; Heb. 11:10); Job knew that a Redeemer 
would stand at the latter day upon the earth (19: 25). 
Israel under the rule of the kings, with temple and throne 
at Jerusalem, was itself an object lesson to give clearer 
definition to this hope. Captivity could not quench this 
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hope; it served, in the visions of Daniel, the more speeif- 
ically to mark the time of its fulfillment—not at the first 
advent of the Messiah as many erroneously believed and 
still maintain, not until the last vestige of the Roman 
Empire is swept into nonentity as chaff of the summer 
threshing floor (Daniel 2). The message of the Ascen- 
sion injected new vitality into the hope of the New Testa- 
ment Church: This Jesus which is taken away shall come 
again (Acts 1:11). The Church was captured by hope 
and went everywhere proclaiming, He shall come the 
SECOND time for SALVATION (Heb. 9: 28). Thus Bible his- 
tory from first to last points to the Church’s redemption, 
the earth’s transformation: the Kingdom of God. 

And upon that Kingdom, Bible prophecy focuses. It is 
the climax of the creation allegory in Genesis; it is the 
eternal reality of which the temporal theocracy of Israel 
was type and shadow; it is the theme of David’s song, 
Isaiah’s prophecies, Daniel’s dreams, Zechariah’s visions. 
It was the theme of Jesus’ ministry and the main teach- 
ing of His apostles. And finally the writer of Revelation 
attempts a portrayal of the new world. There is fullness 
of ineffable joy; sorrow, pain, evil, death have vanished 
away. It is a joy such as fairly outstrips mortal vocabu- 
lary: no gem or precious stone too bright to describe it, 
no sun whose light does not pale beside its glory. Joy is 
heaped upon joy in a mighty crescendo of language until 
language can bear no more and there arises, as it were, 
a grand “Hallelujah Chorus”; “and they shall reign for 
ever and ever” (22:5). It is the Kingdom of God trium- 
phant and eternal at history’s end. Thus the Bible closes 
with an echo of the theme which has been dominant in 
it from end to end: the coming Kingdom of God. 

The devotion of every sacred writer to this theme es- 
tablishes its importance; the matchless unity of all their 
utterances stamps it with divinity. As under the direction 
of one Master Artist, each individual writer contributes 
to the beauty of the whole, each elaborates and embel- 
lishes what has gone before so that the canvas is colored 
with the hues of heaven. 

So vast is the picture, so misrepresented by an ill- 
informed clergy, so misunderstood by a credulous laity, 
that it cannot be described at once. 

To the Lord’s Prayer, familiar to all Christendom, we 
shall go for an introduction. 

“Thy Kingdom come.” He who was born to be King 
taught His disciples and all succeeding generations to 
pray for the Kingdom to come. With meaning so obvious 
(the location of the Kingdom so clearly designated), is 
it not inconsistent to chant the simple line and at the 
same time believe we go to Heaven to find the Kingdom? 

(Continued on page 9) 
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KEEP UP YOUR INSURANCE 


ae THESE DAYS of uncertainty and danger on every 
hand, insurance of every kind is widely and continual- 
ly advertised. Offers of various and attractive types of 
protection are made for the individual who can qualify. 
Two points are always emphasized very strongly: low 
premiums for sound and strong protection. Many publish 
reports as to growth and benefits paid to policyholders 
or beneficiaries. They all claim to make fair settlement 
for all just claims. 

No doubt, in these perilous times every serious think- 
ing person takes advantage of some one of these offers 
to gain protection for himself or his dependents. 

If security is attractive to the average individual of 
the world, should the Christian be less concerned about 
securing his eternal welfare? He, above all others, should 
seek the company which can give him dependable and 
sure security. He should investigate thoroughly before 
doing business, since there are so many companies extant 
which are not reliable. True, they can write up some very 
attractive policies. But if they do not have a “Thus saith 
the Lord” for their support, the policy will prove defec- 
tive; they will be unable to fulfill their contracts. They 
make the heart of the righteous sad by their lies, and they 
“strengthen the hands of the wicked, that he should not 
return from his wicked way, by promising him life” 
(Ezek. 13: 22). 

Any policy written by any of these Babylon Agencies 
is faulty and without foundation. They will collapse when 
called upon to pay off and make settlement. Jesus warns 
to beware of these agents, for they are many and are out 
to deceive.They operate and sell on the “Jesus-Paid-It- 
All” basis, and, of course, do a thriving business, as the 
majority like to think they are getting something for 
nothing. 

Few there are who care to qualify for a policy with the 
soundest and oldest and most reliable Insurance Agency, 
the one which is guaranteed to be unfailing. It cannot be 
surpassed or even equalled by any other. Some will in- 
vestigate a little, but when they learn the terms, they 
withdraw immediately. To them the premiums seem too 
high. “All that a man hath” is the price. This company 
is owned by no less a personage than the high and lofty 
God. He operates chiefly through three trusty and con- 
solidated agencies; namely, the prophets, apostles, and 
Jesus, or the P. A. J. Association. Anyone desiring last- 
ing security will do well to investigate this agency and 
the offers they set forth in their policies. 

They, just like any natural insurance company, stress 
the dangers of overweight. All companies offering tem- 
poral insurance agree that an overweight person is a 
poor risk. The Apostle Paul, a most active and highly suc- 
cessful agent, tells us that in order to receive benefits from 
his company we must lay aside every weight and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us (Heb. 12:1). 

Although the P. A. J. Agency has some rules and quali- 
fications like those of insurance companies of the day, it 
also has many striking differences. Perhaps the most out- 
standing one is this: In this natural life, if carrying a 
life policy at the time of death, the policy is paid to our 
beneficiary; but in spiritual matters it is the dead in- 
dividual who will reap the benefits. Those who have kept 


informed on all instruction given by this company know 
that it is required of all policyholders to die to sin, to be- 
come dead to the rudiments of the world, if we are to be 
partakers of these greatest of all benefits; namely, riches 
and honor in one hand, and in the other eternal life in 
which to enjoy them. The Psalmist states: “Precious in 
the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints” (116: 15). 

Another difference between the P. A. J. policy require- 
ments and the natural is that if one qualifies for a policy 
he is under immediate obligation to go and sell this in- 
surance to others. Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the 
world,” and “Let your light so shine before men.” The 
Apostle Paul exhorts, “Be thou an example of the be- 
lievers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity” (I Tim. 4:12), not only that we our- 
selves may gain lasting security but that we may also 
help others to obtain this sound policy. 

This is the only insurance agency in the wide world 
which has gone through a depression lasting 1,260 years 
and has been able to resume sound business afterward. 
This depression was due to the fact that no one would 
insure in the P. A. J. Agency during that period of time. 

And now the most serious factor to consider: With all 
the glowing benefits offered by God to humankind through 
this P. A. J. Agency, why have there been so many who 
let their policies lapse and become void? There is but one 
answer. Selfish, stubborn, shortsighted humanity have 
not been willing to pay the whole premium. They are not 
willing to bring all their substance under the yoke. God 
is so merciful and just that He does not require us to 
pay the whole premium all at once; but He does require 
steady, prompt payments until all that we have has been 
paid. We can withhold nothing for the flesh. 

Never forget! if the natural policyholder lets his policy 
lapse, it is his beneficiary who will be the loser; but the 
P. A. J. policyholder who fails to pay the premiums in 
full will, himself, suffer the greatest loss which could 
come to mortal man. The agent Peter warns: “For it had 
been better for them not to have known the way of right- 
eousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the 
holy commandment delivered unto them” (II Pet. 2: 21). 
Also we read in Ecclesiastes 5 that it is better never to 
vow than to vow and not pay. For if we build again that 
which we once destroyed, we make ourselves transgres- 
sors, and can never obtain the benefits. 

“But as it is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them” who have not failed 
to keep up their insurance! 





Extra copies of the center display— 


CHRIST'S KINGDOM ON EARTH— 


are available upon request. Valuable for handy reference in 
the study of important events ahead. 
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NEW MODELS 


i” THIS fast-changing world we can make a purchase 
one day, and perhaps the next we hear of a “new 
model” on the market—newer and better. It may be an 
automobile, a stove, a washing machine, or the kitchen 
table. All are subject to a quick turnover. And the slogan 
seems to be, “Trade it in for a ‘New Model.’ ” 

We are thankful for progress and glad to have all the 
comforts, conveniences and labor-saving devices that we 
are able to afford; and which can be used to the glory 
of God and to hasten the good work along. Though man 
fashions many things, God is really the Giver. The ma- 
terial is His and He supplies man with daily life and 
strength to perform his tasks. 

The richest blessing we have is worth more than any 
or all material blessings. It is the Word of God which is 
the key to endless blessing. By letting it work effectually 
in us, we can make of ourselves a “new model”—a model, 
a character, equal to the angels, later to be clothed with 
a new being, never to die any more. Think of it! 

As we expect to pay for material blessings, so we must 
also pay for this new life. It is a thing of great price. We 
must give up all our old thoughts and ways, making our- 
selves over mentally and morally. God will make the 
physical change, but the mental and moral work must be 
fully accomplished by us. Naturally, we are, in God’s 
sight, as an old unusable model—rough, unsightly, and 
worthless. We must be thoroughly worked over until 
those around us are unable to see a single trace of our old 
nature. As an unhewn stone we must be cut and carved, 
chipped and shaped and finally polished. It will be an en- 
durance test. There will be trials, tribulations and afflic- 
tions in the remodeling, to bring out our best. Every 
virtue, whether it be patience, unselfishness, humility, 
all must be brought to perfection. God will have nothing 
short of it. 

“Be glad it isn’t easy, be glad the way is long. 
Rejoice the days before you are not all filled with song. 


Be thankful for the burden, the struggle and the test, 
For were the problems simple, you’d never reach your best.” 


Children often have some model character whom they 
like to follow. The angels are a model for us. We long to 
become perfect and immortal as they are. Like ourselves, 
they, too, had to overcome all evil before they received im- 
mortality. Some day, if worthy, we shall visit them in 
their happy homes. Let us get ready and strive to be like 
them. Would the angels speak the impatient words, do the 
unkindly deeds, or harbor the evil thoughts that we may 
still be prone to? We must do nothing, speak nothing, or 
think nothing that we know would not become them. 
Then we will be putting away all envy, strife, pride, fool- 
ishness and every evil in deed or in thought. 

By emulating the angels, it will help us to become “new 
models,” as they overcame and became new creatures. 
Angels would never allow a touch of the world to mar 
their holy pattern—whether it be in word or dress or 
deed. Remember, we too are working, not for life’s little 
day, but for the ages. The model must be pure and spot- 
less. 

No doubt the angels attained unto their position by re- 
deeming their time during their mortal state. How easy 
it is to allow the moments to dribble away—moments in 


which we might accomplish much. By reinforcing our 
minds with some good thought, it may mean the differ- 
ence between defeat and victory in some unexpected trial 
which may come our way. Let us aim for no misspent time, 
but work so that our record may shine with bright golden 
moments all the way. 

Though surrounded by many temporal blessings, ad- 
vantages, and opportunities, let us not fail to realize that 
the iniquity of Babylon is great, her sins reaching unto 
heaven; and we are warned to flee from the midst of her. 
The way we flee is by redeeming our time, hastening to 
make ourselves over into that “new model.” 

As we see this moral transformation taking place, we 
shall receive dividends a hundredfold in this life. We shall 
enjoy peace which passeth understanding, a clear con- 
science, daily comfort in God’s Word, the purity and sim- 
plicity of Christian life, true friendship, sweet com- 
munion with God, quietness and assurance forever, sat- 
isfaction of faithful service, and hope of great future re- 
ward. These things are worth more than anything the 
world can give. 

Now, just one glimpse at what we would have if we 
would surrender our soul in exchange for the world: We 
would have a seared conscience, a cold and hard world, 
unsatisfying pleasures, ever-changing fashions, short- 
lived fame and glory—if any—without hope, and without 
God; no future life or reward. 

In contrast, we behold the happy and glorious future 
of those who “traded in” and made themselves over new 
mentally and morally. Finally, the dividends of our labor 
culminate in the spirit birth; this mortal body puts on 
immortality. 

This grand consummation, the physical perfection of 
the “new model,” is glowingly described by Saint Paul, 
in Phil. 3: 20, 21, R.S.V. “But our commonwealth is in 
heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will change our lowly body to be like his 
glorious body, by the power which enables him even to 
subject all things to himself.” 

Then, we shall be indeed a “New Model”—for the ages. 





So judge me, God, by what I do, and I will not complain, 

As I may scatter sunshine, or I may invite the rain. 

But hear my prayer for strength and grace to conquer 
and excel, 

That I te honor Thee, my God, and always serve Thee 
well. 


I do not want to drop my cross or fall beside the way; 
Just give me grace to serve Thee, God, for still another 
day. 


Let not my body weaken now, let not my mind grow 
weary, 
However much the skies may seem to be more dark and 
dreary. 
Enable me to do Thy will, however great my loss, 
And as Thy humble servant, God, to bear whatever —— 
—oel. 
















Wes titey ox SS 


gs 5 


hrist’ S 


a 
ssa 


“When Will the Kingdom Come? 


bon It is the Fifth Universal Empire which Daniel saw 


in vision, to be set up after the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, 
Grecian, and Roman Empires have risen, flourished, and 
declined. 

“In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set 


up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: .. . it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and 
it shall stand forever.” —Daniel ii. 44. 


Events Preparatory to the Kingdom * 


1. ELIJAH, HERALD OF THE KING 

“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come. ... I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord.” —Malachi iii. 1; iv. 5. 

“Elias truly shall first come.” —Matthew xvii. 11. 


2. RESURRECTION 

“The dead in Christ shall rise.” —First Thessalonians 
iv. 16. 

“There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the 
just and unjust.” —Acts xxiv. 15. 

“The hour is coming, . . . when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.” 
—John v. 25. 

“Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body 
shall they arise... . The earth shall cast out the dead.” 
—Isaiah xxvi. 19. 


3. ARRIVAL OF THE JUDGE 

“One word of command, one shout from the Archangel, 
one blast from the trumpet of God, and the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air.” —First Thessalonians iv. 16, 17. 


4, JUDGMENT OF SERVANTS 

FAMINE AMONG NATIONS 
JUDGMENT: “The Lord Jesus Christ ... shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom.” 
—Second Timothy iv. 1 
“We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; 
that every one may receive the things done in his body, 


‘according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
..bad.”. —Second Corinthians v. 10. 

“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Fa- 
-ther-.with his angels; and then he shall reward every man 


according to his works.” —Matthew xvi. 27. 
FAMINE: “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that 
I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, 


nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the’: 


Kingdom on Earth 


Lord: and they shall wander from sea to sea, and fro 
the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro t 
seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it.” —Amos 
viii. 11, 12. 
5. RESULTS OF JUDGMENT 
Two CLasses: “When the Son of man shall come... he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the 
left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you. ... Then shall he say also unto them on 
_ left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed.” —Matthew 
. 81—46. 
iecieus : “He that overcometh, and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations. 
. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me 
in my throne.” —Revelation ii. 26; iii. 21. 
UNFAITHFUL: “There shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you 
yourselves thrust out.” —Luke xiii. 28. 


Earth Beholds Her King 


“As the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even 
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man 





be.” xxiv. 27. 

“His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives... . 4 And the Lord my God shall come, and all the 
saints with thee.” —-Zechariah xiv. 1—5. 


“And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, 
and with him a hundred forty and four thousand, having 
his Father’s name written in their foreheads. . . . These 
were ... the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb.” 
—Revelation xiv. 1—5. 


Conquest of Nations, Armageddon 


“T saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that 
sat on the horse, and against his army. . .. They as- 


sembled ... at . Armageddon.” —Revelation xix. 19; 
xvi. 16. 

“The Lion of the tribe of Juda, . went forth conquer- 
ing, and to conquer.” —Revelation v. v; vi. 2. 


“And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the 
Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die. ... He 
shall destroy the sinners.” —Zechariah xiii. 8; Isaiah 
xiii. 9. 


Conversion of the Nations 


“When thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteousness.” —Isaiah xxvi. 9. 
“The Gentiles shall come unto thee from the ends of the 
earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited 
lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit.” 

Pts —Jeremiah xvi. 19. 
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“Vea, many*pédple¥and sjrong nations shall come to seek 
the Lord of hosts MwJ@rusalem, and to pray before the 
Lord.” —Zechariah viii. 22. 


Establishing the Kingdom 


“The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ.” —Revelation xi. 15. 


1. TERRITORY 
“He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from 
the river unto the ends of the earth.” —Psalm lxxii. 8. 


“We shall reign on the earth.” —Revelation v. 10. 
“The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven, . . .” —Daniel vii. 27. 


2. RULERSHIP 

KING: “Jesus ... shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him 
the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end.” —Luke i. 31—33. 

“The Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day 
shall there be one Lord, and his name one.” —Zechariah 
xiv. 9. 

Co-RULERS: “He that overcometh, and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations. 
To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne.” -—Revelation ii. 26; iii. 21. 


3. SUBJECTS OF THE KINGDOM 

“They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; 
and his enemies shall lick the dust. ... Yea, all kings 
shall fall down before him; al! nations shall serve him.” 
—Psalm |xxii. 9—11. 


4. LAWS 

“Many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the 
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” —Micah iv. 2. 


Millennial Reign of Christ & the 


Saints Over the Nations of Earth 
1. WICKEDNESS RESTRAINED 


“And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the 
key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which 
is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years.” 
—Revelation xx. 1, 


2, JUST ADMINISTRATION 


“I will also make thy officers peace, and thine exactors 
righteousness.” —Isaiah |x. 17. 


3. LAW ENFORCEMENT 

“Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This 
is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left.” —I/saiah. xxx. 21. 


4, HEALTH 
“The inhabitant” shall not say, -L.am.si 
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the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in- her, 
the voice of crying.” —Isaiah lxv. 19. Me : 
6. LONGEVITY ane 
“There shall be no more thence an infant of days, Tor. an 
old man that hath not filled his days: for the child ‘shalt 
die a hundred years old; but the sinner being a undresd 
years old shall be accursed.” Isaiah. lxv. 20. 


7. PEACE 
“They shall beat their swords into plowshares, wal theix® 
spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more." 
—Micah. iv. 3. e* 


8. SECURITY AND PROSPERITY Z 
“They shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they 
shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They 
shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, 
and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days 
of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work 
of their hands.” —Isaiah lxv. 21, 22. 


9. PHYSICAL RECONSTRUCTION 


“The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for 
them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the 
rose.” —Isaiah xxxv. 1. 
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Second Resurrection and Judgment 


to assemble and reward the subjects of the Kingdom who jee 
have lived and died during the thousand years. gil gt 


1, RESURRECTION nee 
“The rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand © | : } 
years were finished.” —Revelation xx. 5. ii 


2. TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF LAW eh ie 
After the second resurrection of the vast hordes who have ;: i 
lived and died during the Millennium, and before their — Py 
judgment, the law will be suspended for a brief period. =| ! : ! 
“There was silence in heaven about the space of half ;; || a 
an hour.” —Revelation viii. 1. ; ty 


3. DEVIL LOOSED : ‘ 
With the suspension of law, evil will not be restrained. |" :! 
This gives opportunity for the rebels among the subjects |: :;} 
to manifest their true nature. 3 

“When the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be «=: 
loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive the |''i 
nations.” —Revelation xx. 7, 8. ae | 


4, JUDGMENT 


“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; : 
and the books were opened: and another book was opened, | i' 
' 






































which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out - 
of those things which were written in the books, accord-%:: 
ing to their works. And whosoever was not found written# 
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire [second 
death].” —Revelation xx. 12, 15. x 


The Dawn of Eternity 
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glory of the Lord.” —Numbers xiv. 21. 
“God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and theg@:\ 


shall -be-no- more death, neither. gorrow,.nor une. neitagys ; 
shall’ there be any more: pain: ne the fog e thing cai: 
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Good... Better... Best 


IFE is a series of choices. Each day, each hour, each 
moment, we are choosing. We choose colors, foods, 
friends, and words; we choose routes, methods, actions, 
and thoughts. From the unconscious question, “Which 
bite of meat shall I take next from the helping on my 
plate?” to the tremendous problem with which the mind 
may wrestle in exhausting and repeated conflict for 
months or years, the mind is constantly judging, sorting 
and selecting. Many of the inconsequential decisions are 
left to the unconscious mind which chooses according as 
the conscious mind has taught it, but conscious or un- 
conscious, important or trivial, your personality, your 
character is the product of your choices. 

The Christian has many confusing choices to make. 
The business of perfecting a character is not a simple 
matter; it is a complex problem. Once a person has made 
the big decision between good and evil, he is at once con- 
fronted with a wide selection of things labeled Good, 
Better, or Best. The distinctions between Good, Better, 
and Best are not always apparent on the surface. What 
may appear to be a good and perfectly harmless course 
in itself, may, in due time, lead imperceptibly to a by- 
path. Though our choice may not actually be classified 
as evil, is it sure to bring us to our destination? Is it the 
best course we could possibly find, or is it only a good 
course? 

The carnal mind is described as being deceitful above 
all things and more subtle than any beast of the field. 
Knowing this, we need not expect that it will openly sug- 
gest that we leave God and go with the world in the broad 
way. It is too subtle for that. Instead, it lures us to de- 
viate from the plummet line only a fraction, a hair’s 
breadth at a time, by reasoning like this: “Surely this 
little thing cannot be a sin, therefore it must be all right 
for me to do.” Many a well-intentioned Christian has un- 
suspectingly followed such cunning logic to his destruc- 
tion. 

Paul felt this insidious persuasion in his own mind and 
he conquered it with this reasoning: “All things are law- 
ful, but not all things are beneficial; all things are lawful, 
but not all things build up” (I Cor. 10:23, Emphatic 
Diaglott). Out of all the things he could have done, he 
chose only those things that were constructive. That was 
the test he applied to all things: Is it the very best thing 
to do? 

There are many things in this world which are not evil, 
but their danger lies in the fact that they are not con- 
structive either. They will not bring us closer to our goal. 
This is reason enough for a wise man to avoid them. He 
has no time for the good things, nor the better things; he 
is afraid of everything but the best. Our daily actions 
must be guided by deeper considerations than the mere 
question, “Is this a sin or is it not a sin?” Was it a sin for 
Martha to prepare a meal for Jesus? She simply did not 
see what her sister understood: that all our choices are 
not between good and evil; many times we must choose 
between good and best. Mary was not to be beguiled by 
anything less than the best. 

It is well to remember that while the good course may 
not actually carry the name “Sin,” the careful Christian 
will always choose the best selection, and walk the 


plummet line down the center of the narrow way, crowd- 
ing neither to the right hand nor to the left, never ap- 
proaching the margin of danger. 

Many times we fret and chafe at the restrictions on 
the little things which seem to us to be harmless. This 
reveals our shortsightedness. Considered alone, many 
things appear innocent enough, but we cannot set any 
act in a place by itself and judge whether it be a wise 
act or an unwise act. For everything we do is closely in- 
terwoven with a long string of reactions and results. We 
must look closely at the whole scheme and consider the 
possible end of the matter to determine the value of the 
thing we are judging, Will this strengthen my will power 
or weaken it? Will it draw me closer to the family of 
God? Do I see those who are strongest in the faith doing 
what I am doing or what I am now contemplating? Am 
I putting the things that matter most at the mercy of 
the things that matter least? Would this course place me 
in the best possible advantage for spiritual growth, or 
would it be loosening the tension—ever so slightly? 

As we face each choice, let us ask this question, Is this 
the fastest, surest way to the Kingdom? The fact that 
we are living in that epoch of time called the tarrying 
time is the very reason why we must not tarry along on 
any secondary route, for the best will scarcely deliver us 
to our destination in time. 





Progress Through Struggle 


ATERIALISTICALLY, man has progressed by leaps 

and bounds. Because of his persistent struggle to 
better himself, there is not even a suggestion of the crude 
and primitive in things which we see and touch. 

If man had exerted himself in moral realms as he has 
to better himself materially, he would have attained a 
much higher plane than he is on today. As it is, the char- 
acteristics of prehistoric man are still with us. The his- 
torian said, “Make men and women only sufficiently jeal- 
ous or fearful or drunken or angry, and the hot red eyes 
of the cave man will glare out at us today.” The old sav- 
age tendencies, such as hate, greed, jealousy, are as prev- 
alent today as in the days of Cain, Esau, and Joseph’s 
brethren. No wonder Paul identifies our lower uncivilized 
nature as the “old man.” It is as old as mankind himself. 

Man demands the very best for his personal use. Shall 
we presume that God is less exacting than man? that 
He will make use of crude and primitive materials in the 
building of His spiritual temple? The Almighty strikes 
the clarion note in His written word, “Be thou perfect” ; 
while humanity cries, “Just as I am.” Through the Apos- 
tle Paul we are admonished to put off the “old man” and 
his deeds (Eph. 4: 22) ; but human nature protests, “Let 
me alone!” 

The old nature dies hard; it does not give up without 
a fierce struggle. Only under great pressure or trials are 
we developed into new creatures. To be acceptable for 
God’s special use, we must go through fire and flood 
waters, heating and melting, casting and molding, until 
we come unto that perfect man who is honest with self 
and honest with God. 

Shall we be content to be just common, ordinary men 
when we have the capacity to be model men in a corrupt 
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world? Under pressures the impossible becomes possible ; 
the fainthearted become strong, and the strong become 
yet stronger. Under the purging power of trial we can 
better our best. Crises often waken the barren and idle 
life and charge it with vigor and action. 

God has need for men who will struggle to progress. 
The halfhearted soul chafes under discipline. To him 
trifles appear as mountains, and he is found often weary 
and resting by the wayside. The earnest soul, on the other 
hand, is always ready for wholehearted service. The ex- 
ercise unto godliness calls for work, and he is aware of it. 
A duty that is evaded or shifted to another person may 
have been just the golden opportunity needed for a gilt 
edge to our own character. Every problem mastered, 
every obstacle overcome, no matter how insignificant, is 
a sign of progress. It can add to our inner man a bit of 
courage, a little more patience, longsuffering, or humility. 
No experience should be considered wasted. There can 
be significance in every happening. Even defeat has its 
discipline. A noted inventor said that he could figure 
about three hundred failures to one overwhelming suc- 
cess. Thus, failures are no excuse for discouragement. 

Let us ask, Are we the sort of men and women whom 
God would recognize as progressive? Are we able to grow 
under trial that we may gain strength for even greater 
trials that may come for our development? Have we the 
perseverance that will last through long, drawn-out tests 
of character? Are we able to transform into an aid that 
which another calls a handicap? 

If we are able, then we can receive Paul’s words to the 
Colossian brethren as a personal stimulus: “As you live 
this new life, we pray that you will be strengthened from 
God’s boundless resources, so that you will find yourselves 
able to pass through any experience and endure it with 
courage. You will even be able to thank God in the midst 
of pain and distress because you are privileged to share 
the lot of those who are living in the light” (ch. 1: 11, 12, 
Phillips). 

In this life, progress requires effort. To cease from 
striving is to stand still. Then let us enlist all our powers 
in the struggle: With our eyes look earnestly into the 
great future; with our ears hear the joyful tidings of the 
coming Kingdom; with our hands do all things pleasing 
unto the Lord; with our feet follow closely in the way of 
righteousness. 

And remember, mortal progress has its zenith and con- 
summation in perfection of character which grants ad- 
mission to the world to come where immortal progress 
will be effortless and everlasting as we advance “from 
strength to strength” and “from glory to glory.” 





THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


(Continued from page $) 

“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” If the 
Kingdom has come, as many advocate, then we are wit- 
nessing a state of affairs here parallel to those which 
exist in heaven. The obvious absurdity of this leads 
forthrightly to the Biblical fact: The Kingdom is yet 
future. 

The Prayer goes further in its implication to teach 
what manner of persons shall compose the Kingdom: men 
who will do God’s will as it is done in heaven. Can we 


imagine any interruption there in performing the Fa- 
ther’s will because of sin, any effort in it because of 
weakness, any resistance because of temptation, any flaw 
because of ignorance, any pause because of weariness, 
any pain because of rebellious will? Can we imagine 
aught but love and brotherhood, peace and harmony 
there? Thus on earth we can legitimately expect the 
same. As His will is done in heaven, so it shall be on 
earth when the Kingdom comes. 

Which leads to a conclusion alarming, revolutionary, 
rousing: I as an individual must do the Father’s will if 
I expect to participate in that future heaven on earth. 

At once the subject of the Kingdom becomes more than 
fanciful dreaming of a utopian world. It becomes a sum- 
mons, a challenge to moral regeneration now. Thus the 
message of the Kingdom is a way of life, rather, THE way 
of life. 

How does one enter? One seeks that Kingdom—first 
(Matt. 6:33). One sells all that he has of opposing in- 
terests to secure the admission fee (Matt. 13:45, 46). 
One lives in a constant attitude of preparedness for and 
expectancy of the return of the King (Luke 12: 35, 36). 

We purpose to treat the subject of THE KINGDOM OF 
Gop in series form for which an outline appears on pages 
six and seven. 

NEXT ISSUE: WHEN WILL THE KINGDOM COME? Bible 
evidence which establishes the time of its establishment 
makes the subject of current interest to everyone living. 





Musings of the Editor 


HAT water and oil will not mix is a well-known fact. But 

on our journey through life as Christians we need a good- 
ly supply of both—in separate containers. Each has a definite 
use, and we shall find plenty of need for both. 

How often we need a bucket full of cooling water to put 
out the fire of anger, or gossip, or to quench the flames of 
quick temper. Frequently, also, we need the fire-quenching 
water of sobriety to silence the foolishness which is as the 
crackling of thorns under a pot. On the other hand, we need 
a second bucket and it must be the larger, for we shall need 

i more of the rekindling and refreshing 
Replenish Your oil of the Word to feed and replenish 
the flame of zeal, hope, and holy am- 
Reserves bition, and love for God. That flash 
flame of being “on fire for God,” how it needs a constant 
stream of oil that it may be steadily increasing zeal, unabat- 
ing enthusiasm, a maintained spiritual glow, a radiance of 
truth in our inmost soul that will shine through the most ex- 
asperating perplexity. That fire must be continually fanned 
and fed to resist the creeping indifference of the surrounding 
world, which numbs our spiritual senses and renders our en- 
deavors apathetic and eventually lifeless altogether. 

Faith is the fuel which the Christian carries to keep his 
own fire burning brightly, also to spark and light new fires of 
conviction and belief in the God in whom we live, move and 
have our being, and in whose eternal promise we put our trust. 

Let it be our daily, earnest business to keep the evidence 
in mind, thus having our reserve of faith-fuel well stocked 
for any opportunity that may afford its use. 
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Meditations 
On Z. Wo ud 


“And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify your- 
selves before men: but God knoweth your hearts: for that 
which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the 
sight of God” (Luke 16: 15). 


There is no habit more universal or more pernicious or 
more stubborn than that of self-justification. It is even 
more than a habit; it is a veritable part of us, separable 
only by radical and painful “surgery.” For many it has 
become a way of life. Most of us know, in our sane and 
thoughtful moments, that we are not what we should be, 
or even what we could be. But facing that last phrase is 
uncomfortable; it implies that we have been negligent; 
therefore we immediately and unconsciously set to work 
to smother it with excuses, to justify our present status 
as the best possible in the circumstances. It is so much 
easier to deceive ourselves than to reform ourselves, and 
the majority take the easiest way. 

A noted writer says it well: “When such acceptance 
[of responsibility] involves self-condemnation, . .. an 
alibi almost inevitably rushes to the rescue. The fire com- 
panies of a city, answering an alarm and converging 
upon a conflagration to put out the blaze, do not move 
more swiftly and automatically than do our alibis, hurry- 
ing to extinguish our unhappy self-accusations. All of 
us resemble the lawyer in the New Testament story, con- 
cerning whom we read: ‘But he, desiring to justify him- 
Oe ” 

In the passage of which our text is the central point, 
Jesus had been speaking in the presence of His bitterest 
critics and enemies, the Pharisees. While some of His 
teaching was parabolic, they understood the drift of it all 
too well. In attacking the vices of avarice and dishonesty, 
He was getting them “right where they lived.” They felt 
the sting of His fearless words and writhed under the 
lash, but it brought no thought of repentance or reforma- 
tion, only defensive alibis. “Everybody does it.” “Busi- 
ness is business.” “God is not concerned with such little 
things.” 

“And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all 
these things, and they derided him.” 

What they said we do not know, and it is not impor- 
tant. It was no doubt as silly and childish as the things 
which men have said through the ages and still are say- 
ing when they try to justify their misconduct. The writer 
previously quoted has more to say on the subject: 

“All of us are tempted to act on emotion or self-interest 
and then call what we have done by the best name pos- 
sible. In personal relationships this alibi-habit commonly 
takes the form of face-saving. One of the deepest impulses 
in human life is self-defense. Without it the race could 
not have survived, and alike its biological rootage and 
social necessity are obvious. Nevertheless .. . its perver- 
sions are notorious. We do not wish to be put in the wrong: 
we passionately desire to protect ourselves from blame; 
face-saving becomes the primary concern in all cases of 
personal conflict, and almost automatically we throw the 


blame on others in order to protect ourselves.” 

So it was with those ancient Pharisees; acknowledg- 
ment of faults was humiliating, reform likely to be trou- 
blesome and painful; it was easier to deride and ridicule 
the blameless Teacher who had spoken to them the whole- 
some if unpleasant truth. 

It is possible to fool all of the people some of the time, 
and many a man succeeds in fooling himself all the time, 
but God cannot be deceived. No matter how smooth or 
successful our self-justification has been, He knows our 
hearts. Some day their deepest secrets will be brought to 
light, and if we are surprised it will be our own fault. 
Now is the time to investigate ourselves, to look at our- 
selves with clear eyes, which often means through the 
eyes of others, and to face the facts manfully. Then reform! 

The latter part of our text could easily be misconstrued 
by extremists or those who glory in being on the contrary 
side, regardless. While the gospel is in direct opposition 
to the spirit of the world at every point, we cannot deny 
that many of the things which it commands are also held 
in high esteem by the world, or the decent portion thereof. 
We are commanded in our relations with the world to 
“abstain from all appearance of evil.” Jesus did not say 
that all which the world esteems is abomination to God, 
but certain things. Such virtues as honesty, morality, 
cleanliness, cheerfulness, helpfulness, in their simplest 
forms, rate high in both scales of values. However, the 
world do not approve of carrying even these character- 
istics to the ultimate, to the point required by the exacting 
law of the Lord. Some individuality must be retained, 
some emotion of the flesh preserved as an “outlet,” ac- 
cording to human standards. To stop short of their high- 
est level would be an abomination in the sight of God. 

There are many things in which the cleavage is sharp 
and definite. In a materialistic world, perhaps nothing 
rates higher than material success, whether in the fields 
of business, politics, education, society, or otherwise. 
First things are automatically put first, even as water 
seeks its own level; and the visible evidence of the lives 
of the vast majority indicates that Mammon occupies a 
higher seat than God. 

“Men will praise thee when thou doest well to thyself,” 
said the inspired Psalmist: and in spite of our boasted 
democracy it is still true that with the masses a man’s 
worth is judged by his financial or social standing. This 
is abomination to the One who reads the hearts and 
judges according to character. 

To be a citizen of the world, a part of its every activity 
and a “good fellow” with everybody, is a spirit very high- 
ly esteemed by man, whereas the Christian is warned to 
“come out from among them and be ye separate”; “love 
not the world, neither the things that are in the world.” 

The acme of worldly charity is to cover up the faults 
and transgressions of a friend or relative, seeing and 
remembering only the good. This is not the mind of God, 
whose principle is, “He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy” (Prov. 28:13). Blind loyalty, regardless of 
character or true worth, while admired by men, is abomi- 
nation to God. 

So the contrasts might be multiplied ad infinitum, but 
it all adds up to the same thing. Jesus made no mistake 
when He said, “That which is highly esteemed among 
men is abomination in the sight of God.” 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The Mrcmppo MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Please explain John 6: 62. 


The text asks, ‘““What and if ye shall see the Son of man 
ascend up where he was before?’ Through much of this 
chapter and in this verse, Jesus was discoursing upon the 
spiritual Christ, the Truth, the words of life, as in v. 63. 
It is “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1: 27). It 
is the Wisdom of God, as in Prov. 8: 22—30, that abode 
with God from the beginning. Paul speaks of the spiritual 
Christ in I Cor. 10: 3, 4, showing that it existed long be- 
fore the literal Christ was born, and was partaken of by 
the sons of God in every age. It is understandable then 
that the spiritual Christ, or Word, could ascend up to 
heaven where it came from, for Jesus speaks in verse 51 
of the “living bread,” the same spiritual Christ that 
“came down from heaven.” If it should return to heaven, 
there would be no life-giving food for men. 


Please explain Jesus’ answer to His disciples when He said, 
“Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, 
till all be fulfilled.” What generation is that? 


Jesus speaks, in this chapter (Luke 21), of the end of 
the age and of the signs of His return. It is the genera- 
tion that witnesses these signs and to whom Jesus com- 
manded, “Lift up your heads for your redemption draw- 
eth nigh,” that should not pass away until all these things 
be fulfilled. It is the last of the “chosen generation” of 
whom Peter speaks (I Pet. 2:9), the faithful watchers 
who come out from the world of darkness and, amid the 
scoffs and scorns of the world of unbelievers, are holding 
aloft the banner of truth and putting iniquity far away. 


Who are the two witnesses in Revelation 11: 3? 


The definitions of witnesses are: “testimony, evidence, 
proof, to bring forward evidence, to call a witness to tes- 
tify.” They are called two witnesses because God, in the 
older dispensation, spoke through Moses and the proph- 
ets, and in a later dispensation, through Jesus and the 
apostles. The two witnesses are the Word of God as re- 
corded in the Old and New Testaments. The text states 
that they were to lie clothed with sackcloth for 1,260 
years. That is, they lay dead (v. 8), buried beneath the 
superstition and error heaped upon them by false teach- 
ers, during the long night of the Apostasy. The sackcloth 
condition is when they lay dead, trodden under foot. 


Does every problem yield to the process of logic? This 
question was asked Oral Roberts and I was not satisfied with 
his answer. 


Of problems concerning our spiritual welfare and sal- 
vation, God gives the answer through the Prophet Isaiah 
in chapter 1: 18, “Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord.” Every problem that confronts the Chris- 
tian yields ultimately to the logic of God’s standard of 
divine reason, which is as far above human standards as 
the heaven is higher than earth (Isa. 55: 8, 9). However, 
human reasoning is often faulty and inadequate. Where 
reason and logic fail, faith must be employed to fill in the 
void until our minds are elevated. Every doctrine and 
commandment of God is reasonable and comprehensible. 
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There are, however, higher laws mentioned in the Bible 
that are beyond man’s present capabilities of under- 
standing (Deut. 29: 29). These are reserved for the faith- 
ful at Christ’s coming when all power in heaven and earth 
shall be given to them. 


How is it that Jesus loved the rich young man who went 
away sorrowful upon hearing the conditions on which eter- 
nal life will be granted? 


The definitions for “love,” as in Mark 10: 21, include 
use of both a good and a bad sense: in a good sense, of 
persons “holy and pious”; in a bad sense, “to disapprove, 
to judge unworthy.” Jesus looked at the rich young ruler 
as he was, and considered him with scorn when he was 
not willing to come under God’s law. When the young man 
was told what was lacking in his character, he was 
grieved and went his way. 


Why is it a fearful thing to fall into the hands of God when 
He is so just and merciful? 


The proper rendering of this verse (Heb. 10:31) from 
the original language is: “It is a fearful thing to fall 
while in the hands of the living God.” Every decree of 
God is just and righteous; He gives all mankind the bless- 
ing of this life, both the just and the unjust (Matt. 5: 
45). But His decree concerning salvation is, Obey and 
live; disobey and die (Deut. 30: 15). It is a rare privilege 
to have known God and His saving truth; but if, when 
sorely tempted, we stumble in transgression and fall, and 
we remain in that prostrate condition, it is a fearful 
thing. But if we try again until we succeed, God, in His 
mercy, forgives. It is this goodness of God that leads men 
to repentance (Rom. 2: 4). Having entered this race for 
eternal life, we must be mindful also that failure to win 
brings severity (Rom. 11: 22). This, like a goad, should 
keep us on the alert, moving forward. 


If heaven is not our future home, why do we read in Isa. 
33: 16 that the righteous shall dwell on high? 


Throughout the entire Bible, God likens the Christian 
life to a higher standard of living than that of the world 
ungoverned by His law. He is constantly said to be call- 
ing us up to higher levels, to the mountain of His Holi- 
ness (Ps. 24:3; Ezek. 43:12; Ps. 40: 2). The righteous 
shall be exalted “to inherit the land,” at the time when 
the wicked are cut off from the earth (Ps. 37: 34). Isaiah 
tells us that the reward includes riding “upon the high 
places of the earth” (58:13). It is exaltation to eternal 
royalty (I Sam. 2:8). See also Deut. 26:19; Prov. 14: 
34, 


What was the origin of the Trinity? 


The historian states that “the term ... Trinity, ... was 
introduced into the theology of the Christians after the 
middle of the second century ... not derived from the 
doctrines of Moses, Jesus, or Paul, but originally from 
Plato.” 

It is of Greek or pagan origin. The term is not found 
within the Bible; its teaching being but one God (Deut. 
6:4; Mark 12: 29; Eph. 4:5). Jesus clarified any doubt 
in regard to the trinity in John 17: 21 when He prayed 
that the Apostles would be one as He and the Father were 
one—one in mind and purpose. See [Cor.1:10, 
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THE TIMES AND SEASONS 


What of the times and seasons now? what of the day? you ask; 
How shall we know just when or how we shall perform our task? 
What of the clouds that hang so low? why does our Lord delay, 
If He is due? How do we know we shall receive our pay? 

This is Salvation’s day, my friend; there is no time to rest; 

This is the day we must attend to work, and give our best. 
Today is the day of labor and toil, dying indeed to sin; 
Working, and burning the midnight oil, a heavenly crown to win. 


This is the day of self-denial, this is the time to curb 

All of our selfish aims, and let nothing our peace disturb. 

This is the testing time, in which there is a race to run; 

There is a battle to be fought, a victory to be won. 

This is the day for polishing, and making our vessel bright; 

The time that we need to meditate, and walk in paths of light. 

This is the preparation day, now the eleventh hour 

When some shall be privileged to see the King, when He comes in 
power, 


After the toiling and pain, my friends, after the grief and woe; 

After this night of darkness ends; after the pomp and show 

Wherein the world is enmeshed today, after their hope is gone, 

After a seemingly long delay, look for a glorious dawn. 

Ours is the promise that He shall come, though for a while we wait, 

Reign in the New Jerusalem, over a royal state. 

Soon breaks the morn, when the Sun shall rise with healing in every 
beam, 


Ushering in a blest Paradise, more bright than the fairest dream. 


Soon will probation’s day be o’er, soon will our labors cease; 

Soon will the Judge stand at the door, offering life and peace. 

Shall we be found keeping each command, found with the tried and 
true, 

Worthy with Jesus at last to stand on the earth made over new? 

We must be making each moment count, there is not one to waste; 

For, as it was in the days of Lot, loud is the cry, “Make haste!” 

And as it was in Noah’s time, sudden destruction waits, 

Threatening all found unprepared to enter through Zion’s gates. 


This is the question that we must face, servants of Christ and God, 

While we may yet increase our pace, to walk where the Master trod. 

“Am I assured of the victor’s crown; sure of the saints’ reward? 

Have I each way of my own laid down, ready to greet my Lord?” 

If in our minds there is one small doubt; if we must answer, No! 

It is time to put lethargy to rout, and by our actions show 

We are determined to win the fight, worthy at last to stand 

With the redeemed ones, upon the right, safe in the Promised Land. 
—L. L. S. 
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